
COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES 

WASHINGTON 

A-25480 

December 18, 1928. 

fim ZDnorable, 

The Secretary of the.Treasury. 

Sir J 

Jhoro i s returned herewith -tslthout countersignature Indian 

Traaefer Appropriation Warrant So. 51* in -Thloh i t i s proposed 

to trasisfer th© sum of ^ 6 6 ^ , ^ from the appropriation "Indian 

Boarding Schcole, 1 9 3 , " to the same appropriation f,''ith a double 

year designation, i . e . , 1928 aad 1929* in cosipiiarice o i t h ro* 

<iuest of the Saoretisry of the I n t e r i o r , dated SJovom'bor 50, 1923', 

as follo-KtSf 

"SChe Interior Bepartsaest appropriation aot for the fiscal 
year ended June 30, 193, ikk Ststt^ 9i4.9) appropriated gJO.OOO for 
a new school buiXdint; and §20,0Q0 for a efrla.* dormitory at the 
Indian Boarding ScK<joi at Cherokee, North Carolim. Thoise ap-
propriatione ^:ero isieiudod in the |5»21O,0O0 credited on the 
boolc0 of the 5!reasury under the title of 'Indian Bearding gehoole, 
1923, •« syiftbol iWBSQ* 

"The- rocorda of the Indian, o f f i ce ahow tha t §ij05,a6 of the 
former and 026O,58 of the l a t t e r appropriation were unexpended 
in the f i s c a l year 192B ami. are needed for eX|ienditure on the 
unfiniislied buildiragd during the current fliBoal year . 

"Inasmuch as the act of June 25, i37k (18 Stftt. 275) provides 
tha t Konoys appropriated for public buildlnij^e sha l l remain a v a i l ­
able uji t i i the GOfflplstioa of the isork for v/hieh th<^ are appro­
pr ia ted , i t i a requcated tl iat a t r ans fe r and counter warraat be 
isaued debit ing ' Indiaa Boarding Schools, 1928* and orodi t iag 
•Indian Boarding Sohoole I92S-I929* with the said unexpended b a l -
ojiioes, aggregating 4665.8l».* 

There ha« been o l ted aa precedent for the proposed action 
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deeistoii of t h l e off ice dated AUĵ uat $, 192^, A. D* 7799» in 

vAiioh i t wfcS held tha t the appropriation of $5^,000 niade by' the 

defleien^y ac t of septeaber 22, 1922> k2 Stat* 1050, for rebui ld­

ing end refurniehins the school bnilding a t the TomaJi Jndian 

School, Tojaah* \lfiisoonstn, iva* a noi*ye.ar appropriat ioa and not m 

appropriatioit for the .fiseal yfiai? 1925* 'fhig baei$ for ^he. hold­

ing in tha t oaae wao tha t the flsOel year ii3a!itation ©f the ap^ 

propriat ion oonoltiding. -ttiLth the v/ord* "f'iscal year 1923" had ref* 

ersnco to the authorizat ion apt of August 2kt 1922, h0 Stat* B^O., 

ra ther thw-j. EflJctng the appropriation one for the f i sca l year 192?» 

aad t h a t there wag not shoVJa- a clear Intent ioa of the Congress to 

r,odify as to such item the provioions of the acta of June 2$, 

187U, I® S t a t . 275 a^d August Sk, 1912, 37 S ta t . ]j0t, which oea» 

t a in pr©,vi,8ions to the effect tha t appropriations made for public 

bu|:ldiagt ressiain avai lable u n t i l the objecte for ^̂ jioich siade are 

ooiaploted, 

lihQr^ was involved in t ha t case an appropriation for public 

buildiuge and i t '̂iaii: properly hold tha t i t should remain a v a i l ­

able u n t i l the object for which made wee aocomplished^ lo euoh 

s i tua t ion i s preiSented by the instEsnt jnattar. The appropriation 

here I s ane contained in an annual appropriation act aatid ia an 

appropriation not for public buildiaga but for Indian Boarding 

Sclioole generally inoluding'thereunder a greet many item* to 

cover objects evidently for aecomplishMient during the f i sca l year 
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for whioM th(» appropriation was laade* Soioe of theee Iteme, 8hch> 

&$ the on0 now unddr doneiideration, are t d t buildingfi and i 0 r 

proveraentiii but th0 anbunte appropriated therefor are not csep.** 

arable from the total £usount appropriated* The general rule in 

suoh caeee is that the iteM is subject to the oorae fleeal year 

litaitationit attaphing to the appi'opriation at a nhdle unlee0 the 

iteta ia specifically ea;<̂ pted therefrom: in the appropriation a6t.f 

Asd ther# being no authority under the acta of June 23, l&tkt 6nd 

August 2kf 1912, for coaeidering the appropriatioia "Indian Bo&rd-r 

in^ Sohoole'' as a ne*year p t a double year appropriation, no ex­

ception eon be made with respect to the item he re i n question. 

Accordingly, you are advised that the transfeif of ftinds ae 

pfoppeed by the warrant is not authorlised. 

Heapeetfully, 

Comptroller General 
of the United States. 

Inci. 


